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604 Lafayette Avenue, Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 
 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday—9 A.M.-12 P.M., 1-3 P.M. 

Fri—9 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor 

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent                                         December 3, 2017 

We Prepare to Worship God 

Prelude   

Opening Hymn                   “Great Is the Lord”                 No. 140  

Opening Prayer 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements 

Children’s Message 
 

We Hear God's Word  

First Lesson: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
    you who lead Joseph like a flock. 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
 

2     Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 
stir up your might 
    and come to save us! 
 

3 Restore us, O God; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
 

4 O LORD God of hosts, 
    how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 
 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears 
    and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
 

6 You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 
    and our enemies laugh among themselves. 
 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
 

17 But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, 
    the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself! 
 

18 Then we shall not turn back from you; 
    give us life, and we will call upon your name! 
 

19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts! 
    Let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
 

Second Lesson: Romans 1:1-7 
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart 
for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his 



prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to 
be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be 
saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 
your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God is my witness, 
whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without 
ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that 
somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to 
you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually 
encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not 
want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to 
come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may 
reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the 
Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, 
both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 
for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                               

Offertory                          “We Are An Offering”                No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Song, Word and Deed                 
Senior Choir Anthem    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”          

                                                                                    arr. Mauldin 
 

Sermon                   “The Return of the King”         Pastor Jensen 

   Hymn        “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”       No. 754     
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   Advent Confession and Forgiveness                          (on screen) 

Words of Institution 
 The Lord's Prayer  

 Distribution 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
Blessing 

 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn                 “Soon and Very Soon”               No. 757 

Postlude 
Prayer Team Available in Chapel 

 

 

Welcome to visitors! Welcome to worship, Christian education 
and fellowship! Please greet one another in the name of the 
coming Prince of Peace. 
 

Attendance on Thanksgiving Day: 25 
Attendance last Sunday: 190 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin Sponsorship—in memory of our son, Brad, who was 
born December 9, 1957 and died December 17, 1971. 
—Loren & Solvay Twedt 
 

A big thanks to those who provided and served the lunch at 
Dad’s visitation (November 9)—Donna Orth and Dee 
Danielson, Don Paulson’s daughters 
 

Please join us in the Social Hall following worship today for 
our Potluck! Drinks and tableware provided. Even if you didn’t 
bring a dish to share, please come for fellowship and food! We’re 
glad you’re here! 

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson         

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Ushers: Al & Sarah Gelner, Gary & Sue Uthe, Al Hermanson 

Greeters: Mike & Sue Valen       Reader: Shirley Frette 

Candlelighter: Tyler Isebrands  Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

Communion Preparation: Ole & Jackie Skaar 

Communion Assistants: Shirley Frette, John Nordeen 

Communion Helpers: Adam McIlrath, Madison Martindale 

 

 

 



Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. In 
prayerful preparation for our Lord's Supper, please read and fill out 
the Information Card in the pew rack in front of you and give to an 
usher as you are directed forward. We welcome to this family Meal 
all who believe that Christ is present in the bread and wine, 
offering the full benefits of His grace, namely the forgiveness of 
sins, life and salvation. Children who have not received instruction 
about Holy Communion are invited to come with their family for a 
blessing. If you are unable to come to the front to receive the 
sacrament, let an usher know and it will be brought to you. We also 
offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice for those who prefer 
those options. If you desire either of them, simply point to the 
center of the tray where they are available. 
 

Please join our prayer team each Sunday before and after 
worship (8:00/10:30 A.M.) to pray for worship and other prayer 
requests. We meet in the classroom next to the chapel.    
 

8:30 A.M. Sunday Adult Education: “Learning from the 
Hymns” with Pastor Kurt (Chapel); Gospel of John Bible Study 
with Pastor Hunt (Social Hall). Bring your Bibles! 
 

You’re invited to a Kumla Dinner and Harvest Sale at Bethany 
Lutheran Church in McCallsburg TODAY from 11 A.M. to 2 P.M. 
The menu includes kumla and ham, maidrites, green beans, 
applesauce, homemade pies and bars, and beverages. Take out is 
available between 11 A.M. and 1 P.M.—please call (515-434-
2082). Free-will donation. Harvest sale begins at 1 P.M. 
 

You’re invited to a Christmas open house at Pastor Kurt & 
Sarah Jensen’s home (324 Elm Ave) today from 4-6 P.M. Please 
join us for Christmas goodies and cups of cheer as we celebrate 
this most joyous season! 
 

You’re invited to Riverside’s Christmas Party today from 6-7:30 
P.M. Enjoy hot cocoa, wagon rides, cookie decorating, Christmas 
carols, crafts, and more! This event is free and open to everyone! 
 

LifeTouch 8x10 complimentary portraits have been either sent  
through the mail, or can be picked up in the church office. If you 
submitted a photo and have not yet paid the $10 submission fee, 
please contact the church office. 

Immanuel is responsible for providing at least 5 wheelchair 
pushers at Bethany Manor for the worship service each Sunday 
during the month of December. Volunteers need to be at the 
Bethany Manor Chapel by 9:20 A.M. and will be done by 10:45 or 
11 A.M. Sign up on the narthex bulletin board. We still need 
volunteers for December 17, 24, and 31! Please sign up! 
Here are the volunteers for next Sunday (December 10): Mike 
& Cathy Isebrand, Ron & Susan Kinyon.  
 

Our Christmas Angel Tree in the narthex is filled with tags! 
Each tag lists the need(s) of a child in our community. The majority 
of the needs are clothing items—winter coats, socks, shoes, etc. 
Please take a tag and follow the directions on the back of the tag. 
All gifts need to be returned to the church by December 11 so they 
can be sorted and distributed to the families. Anyone not wanting 
to shop, but wanting to contribute, please give your donations to 
the church office, and we’ll do the shopping for you! 
 

Bethany Manor resident Christmas gifts. Would you like to 
provide a small gift for one of our Immanuel members who are 
residents at Bethany? There are special tags on our Angel Tree in 
the narthex if you’d like to give a gift ($5-$10 range). Please follow 
the directions on the tag. Wrap and deliver gifts to the Bethany 
Manor Business Office (not the resident rooms) before Friday, 
December 15th. The gifts will be presented at the resident 
Christmas parties. Consider giving a monetary donation to help 
purchase gifts for residents with no home church—indicate that on 
your offering envelope or drop it off in the church office. 
 

The Bethany Life Volunteers are hosting their annual Bake Sale 
& Craft Sale on Sunday, December 10th.  We need donated baked 
goods to sell that day.  If you have a bit of spare time to bake some 
brownies or cookies, a cake, pie or bars, please drop them off to 
the front desk at Bethany Life on Saturday, December 9th, before 7 
PM. Thank you SO much for supporting our residents and tenants.  
 

Your talents are needed for our traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service (4:30 P.M.). If you would like to have a part in 
this service by sharing a vocal or instrumental selection or a 
reading, please call the church office or let Emily Anderson know 
by next Sunday (Dec. 10). 



The Immanuel Board of Education invites you to join us for 
Breakfast Club next Sunday, December 10. We’ll be serving 
pancakes, fruit, juice, and coffee from 8 to 8:30 A.M. in the Social 
Hall. Please invite your friends and family for this time of fellowship 
and food before the Sunday School hour. 
 

The Senior Choir will perform their Christmas Cantata, 
“Breath of Heaven” during our worship service next Sunday. 
 

You are invited to a Christmas Piano Recital presented by the 
students of Milianna Carlson on Sunday, December 10 at 3 P.M. in 
the sanctuary. Come for some holiday tunes and stay for a 
reception featuring favorite treats! 
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided! 
 

Need Christmas Gift Ideas? Pick up an Immanuel cookbook or 
choir CD for $5 each. Lutheran World Relief has a catalog of gifts 
to choose from, and all LWR gifts are doubled through Dec. 31!  
 

Plan Ahead: All financial gifts need to be given to the church office 
by December 29 so they can be credited for 2017. All annual 
report information is due to the church office by January 5.  
 

Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, and “Our 
Daily Bread” devotionals in the narthex—we encourage you to  
take some for yourself, family and friends!  
 

Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride! We will try to honor last minute 
requests.  
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 

Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
We are excited to invite you to participate in several upcoming 

youth activities. If you are interested in participating in any of 

these, please email or call the church office at 

immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 

 

 

All 9-12th graders are invited to sing carols with an Immanuel Small group 

on Sunday, December 10.  We will meet at 10:45am at the HS room and 

will walk to Bethany Manor.  When we return to the church we will play a 

game and have a contest for who is wearing the ugliest Christmas sweater 

and who is wearing the most festive clothes.  Use your imagination!  We will 

also have pizza and pop.  We hope this event will be fun filled and a blessing 

for all involved.  We plan to conclude our activities by 1pm.  Please call 

Sarah Gelner at 515-291-4386 or email her agelner@windstream.net to sign 

up or if you have any questions.  You are welcome to bring a friend!  See you 

there!  PLEASE CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL SARAH BY MONDAY 

DECEMBER 4 TO SIGN UP.  THANKS! 
 

Along with one of our adult small groups, the Trinity and Confirmation 

students will be Caroling at the Condos (Broad Street, Scandia Center, and 

Scandia West) on Dec. 13th during their usual class time. We're looking 

forward to spreading Christmas joy together! 

 

Winter Jam is coming! 

January 26, 2018 

Wells Fargo Arena 

$15 at the door 

Doors open at 6 p.m. 

Main show at 7 p.m. 

Interested in going? 

Contact Rod Bunn at 

rbunn@gmail.com or  

515-290-1150 
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Summer 2018 Youth Events 
 

Riverside Bible Camp’s High School week is July 22-27. They have a 

great week planned; check it out at www.riversidelbc.org/youth-camp (click 

on Sr High). 

 

Called 2 Follow, the LCMC National Youth Event, will be in Des Moines 

this summer! http://www.lcmc.net/youth-gathering 

July 17-20, 2018, Grand View University, Des Moines. 

If you’ve ever been wondering what God’s plan for your life is, you’re not 

alone. At Called 2 Follow, you’ll have a chance to meet other high school 

students from all over the country, lend a hand to people in need, and gain a 

better understanding of what God might be calling you to do in your local 

community.  This isn’t your parent’s youth gathering!  

Here's a recap of the 2016 LCMC Youth Gathering: 

http://www.lcmc.net/blog/grand-view-university-welcomes-lcmc-for-called-

2-serve-youth-event/a729 

 

Also, youth from St. Petri are going to the YouthWorks mission trip at the 

Crow Reservation in MT July 22-29: 

https://www.youthworks.com/trips/crow-reservation/ 

They will leave on the 21st; they have said students who would like to go 

would be welcome to go with them. As of Nov. 15, there were 15 spots left 

for that High School-only trip. Let us know right away if you're interested 

in going. 
 

 

 

Questions? Want to volunteer to help with any of these events 

or other youth opportunities? Contact us: 
 

Rod Bunn: rbunn1967@gmail.com; 515-290-1150 

Chris Dahl: dahlch01@gmail.com; 515-865-5901 

Tammy Nicholson: tknicholson89@gmail.com; 515-291-0034 

Pastor Kurt: jensku01@gmail.com; 515-733-4972 

 
 
 
 
 

December 3-December 10, 2017 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, December 3—Communion Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time  
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education  
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Congregational Potluck (Social Hall)  
       4:00 P.M.   Jensen’s Open House 
       6:00 P.M.   Riverside Christmas Party 
 
Tuesday, December 5 

9:30 A.M.   Staff Meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 6 
     6:30 P.M.   Junior Choir (Chapel) 
     6:30 P.M.   Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Students 
     6:45 P.M.   Trinity/Confirmation Classes 
     7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir  
 
Friday, December 8 
   10:00 A.M.   Folding Bulletins 
 
Saturday, December 9 
     8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel 
   10:00 A.M.   Visitation  
   11:00 A.M.   Memorial Service for Galen Omvig 
     4:00 P.M.   Social Hall reserved 
 
Sunday, December 10 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:00 A.M.   Breakfast Club (Social Hall) 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education  
       9:30 A.M.   Worship—Christmas Cantata 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)  
     10:45 A.M.   HS Caroling Party 
       3:00 P.M.   Piano Recital (Sanctuary) 
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